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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of February Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 11th February 2015 at 4.00 p.m.
_______________________________________________________________________
PRESIDING:


Councillor Mark Casey, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





John Duffy, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 





Gerard Farrell, Padraig Loughrey, Martin Mulleady, 




Colm Murray, Pat O’Toole,  Peggy Nolan,  P.J. Reilly, 




Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.  
APOLOGY:


Councillor Luie McEntire.
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Director of Services/Head of Finance.





Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.




Mr. Cathaldus Hartin, Acting Senior Executive Planner




Ms. Clare Bannon, Assistant Planner.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 14th January 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 10th December

2014, which were circulated with the Agenda, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The summary of Chief Executive Orders, which was circulated with the Agenda, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, which was circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS, HOUSING & BUILDING.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that four public liability claims were received during January 2015.

Local Government Act 2001 - Annual Ethics Declaration.

The Head of Finance stated that the Annual Ethics Declaration forms should be returned to Enda Tiernan, Ethics Registrar, before the 28th February 2015.
Circular LG 3/2015 – Revised arrangements for allowances for
expenses incurred by elected members of local authorities.
Circular LG 3/2015 received from the Department of the 
Environment, Community and Local Government regarding revised 
arrangements for allowances for expenses incurred by elected members of local authorities was noted.
Recommendation from the Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee .

Heating in Local Authority Houses.
On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following recommendation from the Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee  -

“That a letter be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, 
Community&Local Government requesting grant aid for tenants who wish to revert to traditional methods of heating.”

Recommendation from the Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee.

Rates Legislation.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following recommendation from the Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee –

“That Longford County Council writes to the Department of Finance to express dissatisfaction with the Rates Legislation which is over 200 years old and which is having a major negative impact on the commercial sector and to request that the Legislation be updated as a matter of urgency.” 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE,

CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES, 

PLANNING & BUILDING CONTROL.

Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on 1st December 2014, which were circulated with the Agenda, were noted.

Chief Executive’s Report  -  Proposed Material    Alterations to the Draft Longford County Development Plan 2015 – 2021    -    dated the 24th  December 2014.

Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, stated that the purpose of the presentation is to provide a synopsis of the Chief Executive’s response and recommendations to the key submissions received during public consultation of the Proposed Material Alterations and having considered the Chief Executive’s Report to make the 2015 – 2021 Longford County Development Plan. 
Mr. Cathaldus Hartin, Acting Senior Executive Planner, outlined details of the 

following and replied to queries raised by the members -

· Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government submissions 

· Chief Executive’s Report.

  

Councillor P. Ross proposed updating the ‘Blueway mapping to display the full extent of the waterways on the ground at Longford Town and from Abbeyshrule to the County boundary in order to reflect what is on the ground already’.  

Councillor J. Duffy requested that a statement recognizing Moyne’s connection with education and learning be included in the plan.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Longford County Development Plan 2015 – 2021.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a quarterly report be given to the members on the progress of the Plan.

Circular letter PL1/2015 dated 30 January 2015 from the 
Department of Environment, Community and Local Government re 
Planning Policy Statement 2015.

Circular letter PL1/2015 dated 30 January 2015 received from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government regarding 
Planning Policy Statement 2015, which was circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
Circular LG 1/2015 and AL 1/2015 Local Economic and Community Plans.

Circular LG 1/2015 and AL 1/2015 dated 21st January 2015 received from the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government regarding Local Economic and 
Community Plans was noted.

Consultation Paper on the Establishment of an Electoral Commission in Ireland.

Consultation Paper on the Establishment of an Electoral Commission in Ireland, which was circulated with the Agenda, was noted. 
Draft Corporate Plan 2014 – 2019.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Corporate Plan 2014 – 2019, as circulated.
Longford County Council  -  Occupation of Vacant Commercial Premises Incentive Scheme – Draft Scheme.

Councillor S. Butler, Chairperson of the Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee stated that Longford County Council is providing a Business Incentive Scheme to encourage the use of vacant commercial premises. The Council is aware of the current challenges facing businesses in County Longford and the difficulties for new businesses to gain a foothold during recessionary periods. The purpose of the scheme is to give an incentive to both landlords and new aspiring business owners/leasees to occupy vacant premises by lowering entry costs through a grant related to the level of rates payable on the property.  

By encouraging the occupation of vacant premises the Council will also support the improvement in the appearance and attraction of the commercial properties and thereby will contribute indirectly to increased footfall for existing businesses. Through the scheme, the Council will also encourage increased diversity of business activities and its positive effects on existing businesses. 

This scheme sets out the mechanism, eligibility and conditions for new businesses to receive financial assistance from the Council for the purpose to locate in premises that have been vacant for a period exceeding nine months. 

A number of  issues were raised by the members, including the following   -

· Incentives for existing businesses.

· Introduction of a ‘Prompt Payments Scheme”.

· Potential Displacement.

· Financing of the proposed scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that a Special meeting of the Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee be held to address the issues raised and that all members of the Council be notified of the meeting.

Proposed Regeneration Plan for Longford.

It was agreed that the following Notice of Motion be taken with this item  -

Regeneration Plan for County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors Gerry Warnock, Peggy Nolan, Mae Sexton, Seamus Butler, Padraig Loughrey and John Browne and seconded by 
Councillor Paul Ross   -
“Further to the commitment of the Chief Executive at the December meeting of the Council to identify an asset, with the necessary skills to initiate a Regeneration Plan for County Longford, by February, in response to the Joint Notice of Motion from the Members of the Regeneration Committee, we 
propose that Longford County Council assigns this designated Regeneration Officer the task of preparing a 
plan for the Economic & Social Regeneration of Longford with immediate effect. 
This plan is essential for all future efforts to draw down funding, from identified sources, to bring our programme to fruition. Due to the recent closures of prominent businesses and long outstanding social issues in Longford we must initiate now without further delay.”

Mr. T. Caffrey, Chief Executive, informed the meeting that a dedicated team will be established managed by the Director of Services.  The team will comprise of Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, Michael Nevin, Head of Local Enterprise, Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer and Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.  The team will make a recommendation to the Chief Executive regarding the appointment of a Regeneration Officer who will have specific responsibility for the proposed regeneration project, including accessing funding for a Regeneration Programme.  Sanction will be required from the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government for the creation of the proposed post of Regeneration officer.
Recommendations from the Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee.

Support for SMEs

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following recommendation from the Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee –
“That Longford County Council write to the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation to express its concern that there are no strategies in place to provide economic support to SMEs with greater than 10+ employees who are not in the export market and to urgently introduce support strategies to cater for this important Business Sector.”

St. Joseph’s Campus.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following recommendation from the Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee –
“That Longford County Council writes to the Health Service Executive and to the Minister for Health, inviting the Minister to reaffirm his commitment to the existing range of services provided at St. Joseph’s Campus and to consider its suitability for additional services, to include a new step-down facility for the Midlands.”
Recommendations from the Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee.

Shared Library Service.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor M. Casey, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following recommendation from Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee –
 “That Longford County Council should not in any way support the proposed Shared Library Service arrangements.”
Notices of Motions.

Library Services.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by 
Councillor S. Butler -

“I propose that this Council seeks a meeting with Mr. Alan Kelly, T.D., Minister of the Environment, Community and Local Government to stress to the Minister the importance of our library service in Longford and request that he scraps any proposal to amalgamate 
Library service between counties. This can only lead to the
downgrading of services. 
Also, to discuss the possibility of funding a new Library in 
Edgeworthstown as the current facility is no longer fit for purpose” 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by 
Councillor M. Sexton   -
“I request that Longford County Council vehemently oppose the proposed amalgamation of the Library Services with Westmeath. I also propose that we oppose any further plans to remove the provision or the management of any further frontline services from the local 

authority and adopt the resolute approach of retaining our traditional functions as a local authority.”
Both motions received the support of the Council.
Promotional Events in New York and London.
The members recommended that promotional events be organised in 2016 to promote County Longford in New York and London.

General Items.

Notices of Motions.

Post Office Network.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly  -

“I call on Longford County Council to support the maintenance of the Post Office network throughout County Longford.”

It was agreed that this motion be deferred to a future meeting of the Council for further consideration.

Flying of the Irish Flag.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey, Cathaoirleach, and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill  -

“I propose that this Council places flag poles on all Council public buildings to support the flying of the tri-colour.” 

The motion was supported by the members.

Former Town Council Office – Office Accommodation.

The Chief Executive updated the members regarding the relocation of staff to the former Town Council offices.



Irish Water Briefing Sessions/Service Level Agreement.

Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Irish Water be requested to identify a member of staff in the Water Services Section of Longford County Council to liaise with local representatives.

Conferences -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McCann family, Drumlish on the death of Anne McCann .

Councillor P. Ross proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Donegan family, Ballymahon on the death of Maureen Donegan.

Councillor P. Ross proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Quigley family, Colehill on the death of Fr. Harry Quigley.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Finnegan family, Newtowncashel on the death of Theresa Finnegan. 
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Killian family, Killashee on the death of Declan Killian. 

Councillor P. O’Toole proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Coughlan family, Ballymahon on the death of Charlie Coughlan. 
Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor P. Ross seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Hudson and Mulligan families, Longford and Ballymahon on the death of John Hudson. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
11th March 2015.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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